
Stowmarket and District Beekeepers' Association 

Founded in 1947 

 

Minutes 

Of the 

Annual General Meeting 

Monday, 5th February 2024 at 7:30pm 

At  

Stowmarket Community Centre 

Hillside, Stowmarket IP14 2BD 

 

1. Apologies for absence – 17 prior to meeting by email and Trevor Galton, Rachel 

Bodsworth, and Sarah and Lawrence Paton. 

A total of 39 members attended the meeting. 

 

Committee –  

Greg Monaghan (Chairman), Andy Smith (Treasurer), Roger Chapman (Secretary), Maggie 

Lawrence (Training Coordinator), Linda Stuart (Membership Secretary), Bohdan Antoniw, 

and Sarah Neesum. 

 

2. Minutes from previous AGM– Held 19
th

 Feb 2023 at Stowmarket Community Centre were 

agreed (proposed by Richard Martin and seconded by Linda Stuart). 

3. Matters arising– None 

4. Chairman’s Report – See Appendix 1 to these minutes 

5. Treasurer’s Report – See Appendix 2 to these minutes  

Accounts were adopted – Proposed by Steve Mayhew and seconded by Maggie Lawrence 

 

7. Election of Officers– 

Both Roger Chapman (Secretary) and Sarah Neesum have stood down from their roles and 

the committee. 

All other current serving committee members have agreed to continue in their posts. 

Members present unanimously voted them in. 

Steve Mayhew agreed to be secretary and Sarah and Lawrence Paton to manage the 

association’s apiary at Baylham. These appointments were also agreed unanimously by 

members.  



The members thanked Richard Martin for all his sterling work on the association apiary, 

Roger Chapman for his work as secretary and Sarah Neesum for her work as Membership 

Secretary. 

Committee as follows- 

Hon President - Richard Martin 

Chairman -  Greg Monaghan 

Secretary -  Steve Mayhew 

Treasurer -  Andy Smith 

Committee members - Bohdan Antoniw, Maggie Lawrence (Training Coordinator), 

Linda Stuart (Membership Secretary), Sarah and Lawrence Paton (Apiary Managers) 

 Robert Pratt agreed to be swarm coordinator  

9. Any other Business – 

Since there were sufficient members present to make changes to the constitution, Greg 

Monaghan requested that the abbreviation for Stowmarket and District Beekeepers’ 

Association be changed from SDBA to, the more commonly used, SDBKA. This change was 

passed unanimously. 

This concluded the AGM which was followed by an Asian Hornet Briefing given by Jane 

Corcoran Suffolk Asian Hornet Coordinator. 

The briefing was followed by a social event with cheese, pate and wine during which 100ml 

of Trappit (Asian Hornet attractant) was distributed to members who’d brought a sealable jar. 
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• At the end of 2023 we had 146 paid-up members, plus 13 partner members and 4 

country members. So far this year we have 76 renewals, of whom 2 have not paid. 

• Finances are healthy and we have been spending on various projects. 

• We have held two very successful social events this year, free to members; Hog Roast 

and President’s day. Both were well attended and very successful.We had to cancel 

the Christmas social due to lack of interest. Invitations were sent to all members – 

only 15 replies were received, 5 of those were from committee members. 

• Our website had become unusable, due to a series of events in the last couple of years, 

so we have constructed a new one, with professional help, ensuring that we have full 

access and control for the future. 

o The previous sites (2) will be left to wither, as we are unable to delete them. 

The new site is at www.stowmarketbeekeepers.com and is where all news and 

information is to be found. 

o We also have new email addresses for all committee members, which are 

listed on the website. 

• Our association apiary at Baylham Rare Breeds Centre did not fare well last winter, 

and we lost over 70% of the colonies. We have managed to recover colonies but we 

had a poor honey crop last season. 

o Several members report similar high losses in their own apiaries. 

o The apiary, however is in a good state of repair and we will be reorganising 

the management this  year to make better use of it and to provide more 

teaching opportunities for new members. 

o Richard Martin, our President, has run the apiary almost single-handed for 

many years but has now stepped down as apiary manager.  I wish to thank him 

for all his hard work over the years. He will continue to provide extraction 

facilities. 

 The management of the apiary will be taken over by Lawrence and 

Sarah Paton but they will need a team to help out. Volunteers are 

required. 

• We held a successful beginners’ course of 20 students in early spring, including 

practical training. With our help, all our students managed to acquire bees, either via 

swarms or nucs. This year’s course is fully booked and will begin later this month. 

• We have set up an Asian Hornet Team to increase awareness of members and the 

public and set monitoring stations. More volunteers are required.  

• We continue to sell Association honey at Wyken Farmers’ Market each 

month,although we have run out of stock due to the poor year at Baylham. We also 

participated in local village shows and fetes in the Stowmarket area. We have 

equipment for display, including a complete hive, an observation hive and other 

educational material, plus a gazebo with signs and flags. 

o There is, however little interest amongst members to enter honey shows at the 

moment. 

o Due to the fact that there is some geographical cross-over of our members and 

those of WSBKA we have begun to cooperate whenever possible and 

encourage members to attend each other’s meetings. 

  



 

• We find it difficult to attract members to club nights, which are not well attended.  

The enforced isolation during COVID seems to have hung-over somewhat. We also 

find it difficult to get volunteers to become Officers. In particular, Roger Chapman is 

stepping down as secretary. I wish to thank him for his time and hard work on the 

committee both as Secretary and as Chairman. We do not have a candidate to 

replace him yet. I also wish thank Sarah Neesam, who is also stepping down as 

membership secretary, for all her work. 

o We cannot function properly without members stepping up to help out with 

the organisation. 

o I ask all members to consider participating more and/or volunteering to give 

your time when required. 

Greg Monaghan 

Chairman SDBKA 

 



eseuey
907019

sresce

savor
ooo0000ooo

oo‘ostwut
89967

0066
00

sc'eooyoo'best

os't6
Te'99eagent

ooo
90'S0r

ose

soT269

ovovr

000

svezeyog'9s0T
o0'svs

NOILVITIDNOD3Y

SINNOIDV

€Z0Z

NOLLWIDOSSV

Su3adaaNaId

LNILSIG

GNV

LAYVWMOLS:

o0'00T

cores.oo05

oost

zeeoz'v92
co's

os'veycorerseeroz'vozovost

zuoveeeov'ess
0-000

eszseeseoz'eseoo's9r

aor
ooost

0009
a6'36T

00°66

se'szee
owt

o8'P6
avertsent

9st9
ose

oooorazott

SB1ON

£2290

Te

a2ue}e9

BuO)

sesuodio

OY

Huns

utes

vorsea

‘ed

seune

28e1504

_wouedsan0

punjat

punyat

Aouoy

setuadro

Arey

seo

80H

sans

yern9eq

sosu2do

WV

uoneartes

ausapa

s9peas

pied

Aue

dysraquiow

woorsua

enue

sesuodye

Joyeads

sunuanaaxa

2018

punyors

ayes

aa

sqns

diyssequous

Sues

sajes

A2u0H

WOON!

zz

uerTaouejes
Suusdg

Appendix II


	Slide 1

